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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TEGUCIGALPA 1729 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINT, PFOR, CS, HO 

SUBJECT: CHARGE AGAINST VP CASTILLO 

REF STATE 098354 

1. ARTICLE LINKING FORMER ECONMIN BENNATON, FONMIN 
BATRES AND COSTA RICAN VP CASTILLO APPEARED IN APRIL 28 
EDITION OF AFTERNOON PAPER LA NOTICIA. IT IS DATELINED 

AS FOLLOWS: TEGUCIGALPA, APRIL 24 (BY RUBEN DARIO MURGAS, 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT OF ERSA). THE EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS 
THAT ERSA IS PANAMANIAN NEWS SERVICE. APPARENTLY STORY 
SENT TO PANAMANIAN NEWSPAPER PANAMA AMERICA ON APRIL 24 
AND SUBSEQUENTLY PICKED UP AND PRINTED IN LA NOTICIA ON 
APRIL 28. 

2. STORY IS PRESENTED 

WITH BANNER HEADLINE STATING, 

"BENNATON, CASTILLO AND BATRES IMPLICATED IN BRIBE." 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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APART FROM GENERAL COMMENTARY ABOUT HONDURAN SITUATION, 
THE ARTICLE CONTAINS TWO SPECIFIC PARAGRPHS ABOUT 
INDIVIDUALS SUPPOSEDLY IMPLICATED IN BRIBE. AN INFORMAL 
TRANSLATION FOLLOWS: "THE BANANA BRIBERY, WHICH 
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TERMINATED LOPEZ' POLITICAL CAREER, HAS ALSO INVOLVED 
ABRAHAM BENNATON RAMOS, EX-MINISTER OF ECONOMY; VICE 
PRESIDENT OF COSTA RICA, CARLOS MANUEL CASTILLO AND 
CESAR BATRES, EX MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

"AFTER THE BRIBE WAS REVEALED, IT WAS PROVEN THAT 
BENNATON BOUGHT A GREAT NUMBER OF SHARES I RTHE CEMENT 
AND FLOUR MONOPOLIES AND THAT, TOGETHER WITH THE VICE 
PRESIDENT OF COSTA RICA, INVESTED GREAT AMOUNTS OF 
CAPITAL IN MCDONALD'S CHAIN OF CAFETERIAS." 

3. COMMENT: THIS IS THE FIRST STORY THT HAS APPEARED 
IN THE HONDURAN PRESS LINKING VP CASTILLO AND GOH 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. WHILE BATRES' NAME HAS APPEARED 
IN STORIES ABOUT THE GOH BANANA COMMISSION, THIS IS THE 
FIRST DIRECT ACCUSATION LEVELED AGAINST HIM. WE HAVE 
NO INFORMATION THAT WOULD SUBSTANTIATE CHARGES. 
SANCHEZ 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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